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GALVESTON-HOUSTON CHAPTER
CHAPTER PRESIDENT ROBERT ALCALA
Meets at the Northside Columbus Club
607 E Whitney St
                                                                                                                 Houston, TX  77022


Minutes of the Regular Business Meeting: September 10, 2024

Monthly Pro-Life Rosary - 6:30pm:  Fr. Paul Chovanec led the Rosary for Life before the meeting.

Meeting: Called to order by Chapter President Robert Alcala at 7:30pm.

Opening Prayer:  Rev. Paul Chovanec Chapter Chaplain lead all in prayer.

Pledge of Allegiance: District Master James Hatcher lead all in the reciting of the  Pledge of Allegiance.

Memoriam for Deceased Brothers
[bookmark: _Hlk106208500][bookmark: _Hlk526082895]A moment of silence was called for our Brother Knights that have passed on to their eternal rest during the period from the previous meeting: Brett Redding - Council 7445. Chapter president called for a moment of silence. Vincent Stasio Chapter Vice President moved the memorial chair to its place of honor at the head table. 	

Chaplain’s Report: Fr. Paul Chovanec
Welcome brothers it is good to be with you this evening.. A few items to present:
1. As hurricane Francine is out in the Gulf, lets us pray for people in Louisiana, Brother Knights, Councils, Parishes and Schools. Let’s pray to God the protect and have them recover from any damage.  
2. At this point in history, it is really imperative that we continue to pray for peace in Ukraine. For their stamina, the church there, and for the many who have been driven from their homeland. That God will somehow reinforce them and help them defend their sovereignty and way of life. 
3. We should also pray for Israel. It is just amazing that this little country where the Son of God was born, died, rose and redeemed the world is still so tortured with bad neighbors and difficulties of sorts. I know the current Israelis are not the same as the holy Israelites of old, but this is the land of our Savior’s life. There is something sacred about the place. Back in the life of St. Francis of Assi, who actually went to the Sultan to convert him. The Sultan was impressed with St. Francis, either bravery or fool hearty, that they struck up a friendship. So throughout the ages, the Sultans and Islam in general, have allowed the Franciscans to be the only Catholic order to staff the holy places there. So there are Franciscans in Bethlehem, in Jerusalem and throughout the country. The Franciscan’s put out a newsletter called “The Custodia of the Teresina” free of charge that includes current stories about the life and work of the order there. 
4. Let’s pray for our own Homeland, the United States of America as we are certainly at an interesting point in our history.  Of course, God loves interesting points and can do all sorts of wonderful things. God has not forgotten us, so we should continue to pray for the prosperity and spiritual renewal of the United States
5. The Eucharist Revival raged on for three years, then we had the great Eucharist Congress and now we are in the follow- up to become Eucharistic Missionaries. So maybe our extra prayers for the Eucharist Revival might become the spark to the begin a wider spread on National Spiritual Revival and the Revival of the Catholic Faith. Who knows, God might inspirer other churches of goodwill to take up the touch again for rally good Gospel values in our national life.
6. We know the televised Presidential debate is going on right know. So whatever great wise things are to be said, we should really pray that God will protect our country and support all of the moral issues that are on the firing line.
7. On a lighter note, here in this very hall, for 61-years the Slavic Alliance has held their annual St. Cyril Methodius Slavic Heritage Festival. We come to this hall on September 21, and whether you have any Slavic blood in you at all or even if you don’t, this is the place to be. The Czechs, the Poles. the Slavics and the Ukrainians will be here. Come and enjoy.
8. Lastly, there is a very interesting day coming up on October 7, which was declared “World Rosary Day” sponsored by the internation group of Dominicans. Of course the Blessed Mother revealed the final form of the rosary to St. Dominic, so it is natural that they do it. Just think about “World Rosary Day” with all the time zones around the globe, people will be praying the rosary. It happens to be the memorial of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. Simply all pray the rosary that day.
May God Bless you one and All. 

Secretary’s Report: Chapter Secretary – Robert Schmidt
Bob is excused from tonight’s meeting. I do know that the August Meeting Minutes are now been posted to the Chapter website. I ask for corrections. Any Corrections? Minor corrections were noted but none were substantial. Motion was made to accept as posted and seconded. Asked for discussion, discussion, discussion. Hearing none, minutes are approved as posted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk73188683]Treasurer’s Report: Chapter Treasurer - Charles Cantrell 
Recognizing Fr. Paul, Worthy Diocesan Deputy, Chapter Officers and Brothers Knights.
The Treasurers Report:
      GH Chapter Checking Account (ending August 2024)
Starting Balance $96,529.45, Deposits of $2,639.54, Debits of $53,807.39 (which included $40,000 for a new CD and $10,000 into the Knights for Life account). Ending balance is $45,361.60. 
               Checks-in-Transit: four (4) check in transit; totaling $807.13 Leaving an account balance of $44,554.47
GH Chapter Savings / CD  Account
Savings: Three CD’s totaling $75,418.41.  
Total Chapter Funds balance of $119,972.88
       
Chapter Earmarked Funds
· Emergency Fund: CD Account balance of $5,196.75 .
· Knights for Life Account:  One CD of $15,191.31 plus Savings Account of $7,692.85.  Ending Balance $22,884.16
· Galveston-Houston Convention Committee: 
One CD totaling $50,000.00
Checking Account balance  $8,629.36.   
              Total for G-H Convention Committee funds $58,629.36
Total of Earmarked Funds of $86,710.27

Please turn the report over to the back side, you will see the Profit & Loss (P&L) Statement. 
If you have any questions please feel free to ask me. 

October 1st, all DD’s and GK’s will be see your Pre-Capita Statements hit your e-mails.
 
I plan to open a checking account with the Bank of Texas, for the Galveston-Houston Convention checking account. Funds will be transferred from the Wells-Fargo account. This will close the Wells Fargo account.  

Chapter President asked for a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented. Motion was made and seconded. Then asked if there is any discussion, discussion, discussion. Hearing none, vote to accept the treasurer’s report was approved.

President’s Report: Chapter President Robert Alcala
Recognize: Fr. Paul, Worthy Diocesan Deputy, District Deputies, Chapter Officers, Delegates and Brothers All.
· Chapter Meal: Let’s give a really big “Thank You” to St. Cecelia Council 13367 for tonight’s great meal. All applauded.
· With the 136 days left before our 41st annual Clergy Appreciation Night, we find the pace of participations picking up.
Fortunately, we have gotten all Clergy invites as well as notices to the Grand Knights. Seat reservations are based on first in, first positioned. This means, the sooner you get your paid registration forms in the better your table location, Table assignment is like a “drop in a pond” and radiates out from the center. Of course, our title sponsor the Scanlan Foundation, thank you Larry, and our Seminarians and Dignitaries will have a place of honor, with other being placed after that. So, don’t wait and get in your Clergy Night reservations soon. 
· By now all DD’s should have picked up your “Knights for Life” raffle tickets and have been distributed to your councils. If you don’t have yours, please see our Worthy Diocesan Deputy, and if you need additional tickets I have them so come and see me after the meeting. 
· Key Dates: Please write these down so you can advise your members:
October 8: deadline for “Early Bird” registration which discount ticket are pricing saves $5.00 for each seat.
January 7, 2025, Last day to register for the Clergy Night event. There will be no registrations taken after that deadline.
·  DD’s and GK’s please, please, please make sure your Pastor, Priests and Deacons received their invitation. These went out last month by e-mail. Make sure they received and it didn’t end up in their “spam of trash” file. GK’s you should be personally inviting them to attend the event, so they know you care about them and recognize all they do for the Parish and Knights of Columbus. Their invitations directed them to let you know they are interested in attending, it is up to you to “close-the-loop” and get your registrations in early, In addition, you are reminded to invite other Religious, Church Leaders and Church Members, as this event is open to all. 
· Christohpher Columbus Statue: later in the meeting, under Old Business, the Chapter Vice President will provide a brief update on the status of this important project.  This is a project I would really like to see completed. 
· Lastly, this is directed to my fellow District Deputies, What can we collectively and individually do to make our Worthy Diocesan Deputy tasks a little easier. I know you will all agree that he is working tirelessly for us and the Order. He has “big eyes” constantly watching and he has never backed away from the challenge. Let us show our appreciation by doing our jobs well and getting the required forms and paperwork filed before the due dates. 
With that, I thank you and let’s get on with a great meeting. Vivat Jesus!!!

Chapter/Diocesan Committee Reports:
In the interest of time, please line up and we and provide a brief report.  

George Brooks - Culture of Life (the complete transcript as published by Dr. Brooks follows below)
Recognize: Fr. Paul, Chapter Officers, Diocesan Deputy and Brothers All:
Although I have sent other emails just previously, which I hope have been shared with all in leadership, I include reminders herein and a bit of new information that I hope will be of interest.  Please share widely.
I. National Day of Mourning for Aborted Children, September 14. (these are all ACE Wings events) 
https://nationaldayofremembrance.org/  65 million children have been aborted since 1973 in the US.. 930,000 are aborted annually in the US. (2,548 per day/2 per minute). 73 million abortions occurs annually worldwide. 35,000 Texas women went out of state to get an abortion in 2023.
Helpers of God's Precious Infants will hold a memorial service and Rosary at 9:00 AM at Forest Lawn Cemetery where the remains of numerous babies were recovered are buried the mausoleum.  
The site is easy to find ...it is just off the street at 8601 Almeda Genoa Rd, Houston, TX 77075.
September 14, There will be a program for the public at my parish St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, 527 South Houston Ave., Humble, at the Monument for the Victims of Abortion on the west side of the church, beginning at 9:00 AM, including a Rosary (bilingual) and a Prayer of Mourning. 
If you cannot make one of these events:
September 14: 8-11 AM, Houston Coalition for Life “Annual Run/Walk for Life,” St. Theresa Catholic Church in Memorial Park, 6622 Haskell St, Houston. https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/WFL2024




II.  October is Catholic Respect Life Month
a.  Mass for the Unborn (can be at any time)...ask the pastor to mention Respect Life Month and that we pause to remember the 65 million children lost to abortion.  This can be an ACE Wings event if the pastor specifically makes it a mass for the unborn. If the mass is not specifically dedicated to the unborn, it can still be an ACE Wings event if attended by 5 Knights who express special intentions for the unborn in their hearts at the appropriate time.  It is also a great idea to dedicate a Rosary to the Unborn communally before mass if there is a chapel or a suitable place to do so.
 b.  Rosary Procession for the Unborn: Some parishes have a garden setting or other such place for meditation.  It should be possible to do a Rosary for the Unborn (a minimum of 5 Knights communally) while processing around the area with stops for the 5 decades.
c.  March for Life: MOTSY is October 5, 8:30 –noon, Catholic Charismatic Center, 1949 Cullen Blvd., Houston. https://thecoolyouthgroup.com/motsy/
You could also plan a March for Life around your parish campus.  Knights should invite get permission from the pastor and invite the whole parish.  Plan 5 stops for the decades. 
d.  Life Chain October 6 and 27: Life Chain. https://www.lifechain.net/ Join a group in your area.
e.  Silver Rose Ceremony:  If not scheduled in your area, find a location and attend this program.
f.   40 Days for Life  Rosary and Prayer Vigil at a Planned Parenthood clinic.  This is an ACE Wings event even though surgical abortions are not being done in Texas (but they are in most other states).  Abortion pills are readily available and Planned Parenthood is helping women get one. September 25–November 3: 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign, https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/ Look for a time/place to participate.
g.   Attend a Fund-Raising Gala for a Pregnancy Help Center September 19: 7-9 PM, Houston Pregnancy Help Center 20th Anniversary “Love of Life” Benefit Dinner, Omni Hotel, 4 Riverway Dr., Houston, featured speaker Executive Director Sylvia Johnson.  https://www.houstonpregnancyhelpcenter.org/reserve
September 26: 6:00 PM, Pregnancy Help Center of West Houston (Katy), “Portraits of Life” 35th Anniversary Gala, Briscoe Manor, 5801 FM 723, Richmond, TX 77406, speaker David Brett.
 https://phckatypartners.org/get-involved/events/
November 2: Loving Choice Annual Gala, 6:00 pm, St. Simon and Jude Event Center, 26777 Glen Loch Dr., The Woodlands. https://loving-choice.org/denim-and-diamonds/ Save the date pending more info.
h.  Pro-Life Movies: You can show the movies "Unplanned" and "Blood Money" communally at a Knights function, even in a private home (but it should be with at least 5 Knights participating), each for 1 ACE Wings credit.
III. ACE Wings program in your council (If you need info on the ACE Wings program, please contact me)
Brothers, this is one of the most important activities you should have in your councils. It is the process by which you form your new members into men who translate our mantra of Charity into affecting the lives of real people. All officers and Directors should be qualified to wear the ACE Wings.  All new members should be enrolled as ACE Wings candidates immediately after their CUF.  That is the time when it should be emphasized that qualifying for the ACE Wings is the next step in their formation as a new Knight.  Those already qualified should attend events with the new Knights and encourage them.  This creates new friendships and that bonding will carry over into your other council events. Why do we engage in fundraising to donate to charities ? Because we respect the right to life and dignity for every person, from conception to natural death.
Everything we do to raise money and make donations is to protect the life and dignity of real people by helping meet their material and spiritual needs.  We know that, but the new men have to live it in order to integrate it into their behavior as a new member of the council. Do not waste this opportunity.

Finally, I pass along to you information from the Chancery on considerations for voting:
"The best option for Catholics is the document from the US Bishops’ Conference, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, which is available online.  forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf (usccb.org), and forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-spanish.pdf (usccb.org).  
While there are many voters guides available, this is the best option as many other guides are not as complete and do not necessarily cover all issues in detail. From the point of view of who we are Knights, our first concern arises from our respect for the life and dignity of every person.  Therefore, we must insist that our leaders at every level of authority protect life from conception. That is why the phrase "life, liberty,  and the pursuit of happiness" puts life first. We must insist that the dignity of every person be protected under the Constitution.

In my book, I spend time on all of the challenges we face in or society: 
https://buildingacultureoflife.org/?page_id=194
However, the book ends in 2020, so I have a lecture on the "The Future of the Pro-Life Movement" that complements the book in the aftermath of the Dobbs decision in June 2022.  I can speak at appropriate events.

Yours in Christ. For Life! Viva la Vida!
George A. Brooks, MD, PhD| Culture of Life Director |Knights of Columbus Archdiocese of Galveston Houston. 
832-814-2718. drgabrooks@comcast.net | https://buildingacultureoflife.org

Larry Massey - RSVP / Seminarian  Coordinator
Recognized Fr. Paul and Brothers Knights All.
· The current Vocations report is on the information table. There is a photo of the 55 Seminarians in this year’s class.
It is the largest Class to date in the history of the Archdioceses.
· Also, you will find the Daily list of Seminarians to pray for throughout the month. It will be published every month. 
Today we are praying for Luke Hammon. He is one of the new guys in the class. All prayed the Hail Mary for Luke.
· The report highlights the new seminarians with a darker font. The Office of Vocations would like each council to support one or more seminarians. Let’s get these new guys excited about the Knights, donations and prayers will go a long.
Please check out the reports. If you have any questions or wish to sponsor a particular seminarian please contact me, 

Chris Perales - VA Visitation Coordinator
Recognized Fr. Paul, Worthy Diocesan Deputy, Chapter Officer, Delegates, District Deputies and Brothers All.
· This past Sunday we had thirty (30) Brothers show up to visit the Veterans. This was one of the largest crowds that we have had in a while. I would like to acknowledge three Councils, Christ The Redeemer Council 8771, St. Theresa Council 4202 and St. Vincent de Paul Council 10390. I want to thank all of you for making this possible,
· I am making this announcement on behalf of Brother Frederick Sunderman Council 6557 and his son Courage.  
Today Courage recorded the Rosary and plans to post the recording on You-Tube and requesting photos from Councils and/or Brother Knights to post with the rosary, so as not to have a blank screen. You can forward photos directly to Frederick, at 346-525-4457. For more information you can come see me or Fredrick and Courage after the meeting. 
       Thanks and God Bless.  Vivat Jeus!!! 

Tony Scarpa – Pilgrim Icon Program
Recognized Fr. Paul, Worthy Diocesan Deputy, Chapter Officer, Brothers and Everyone: 
· I am now in charge of the Pilgram Icon Program for the Archdiocese this year. We are focusing on the St. Joseph Icon program. I have my business cards and sign-up sheets on the information table. So please come by, sign up and pick a date for the to be in your Parish or Council meeting.
· The program comes with all the information needed, prayer booklets, instructions and handouts on how to put this on.
Please go back to your Pastor, show him the information, get him on board and schedule the program for your Church.
Thank you ….

Manny Cruz – Special Olympics
Recognized Fr. Pau, Officers, and Brothers All.
I have several items posted on the Chapter Website. All events are posted and interactive, so all you do is click on the link.
1. Upcoming Golf Tournament this coming Monday, September 16.
2. Swim Competition is on September 29, in Spring, Texas. 
3. Fundraiser Breakfast titled “Breakfast with Champions” on Friday, October 11. In the Galleria area. 
4. Last weekend the scheduled Softball Tournament was postponed due to rain. It is now schedule for October 26. I will upload all the information on the website: ghknights.org. 
Please take a look and see where you and your councils and volunteer. The Kids appreciate it and it is well worth your time. Thank You…

John Williams - ADD
Recognized Fr. Paul, Worthy State Deputy/Officers, Diocesan Deputy, Chapter President, Chapter Officers, and Brothers Knights.
1. I am here tonight on behalf of DD Fernando Flores our Silver Rose Coordinator as he could not make the meeting.
On the information table, I have placed the updated the Silver Rose schedule. Please take a copy of the schedule, go back to your Parish and Councils and pick a date for the Silver Rose to be in your area and contact Brother Ferando. His contact information is on the schedule.  Thank you ….

Old Business:
Chapter President ask if there is any Old Business to come before the Chapter

Vincent Stasio Chapter Vice President – Christopher Columbus Project
Update on the Christopher Columbus Statue project. I am working with James DeGhelder on  this. The Christopher Columbus statue is to be placed at Assumption Catholic Church located off E. Little Your Road and Airline Drive in Houston, Texas.
· The Chapter has previously approved payment to repair the statue of $1,000 and the sum of $400 to relocate the statue from storage at the Houston Foundry to the project site. To cover the cost of the entire project, it was proposed to sell engraved brick pavers. So, if you or your council has any insight into brick pavers, please contact James or me. 
· An initial sketch of the site plan layout was provided by WDD Ron Frerich when the project was first envisioned. The layout indicates a 12’ x 12’ concrete plaza with a 4’ x 4’ x 2’ deep foundation to support the statue centered in the middle on the plaza and a 4’-0”wide x 10’ long concrete sidewalk to an existing sidewalk. 
· I was able to obtain two Brother Knights from local councils and two independent general contractors that expressed interest in the work. The sketch/layout was distributed to each one to use as the basis for pricing.
· Preliminary feedback from 3 of the 4 contractors indicates construction cost to be between $2,000.00 and $5,000.00
· After receipt of pricing, I will meet on site with two of the contractions (lower priced) to review the work to ensure they understand the scope of the work for the contract. I hope to get this completed in the coming month and be able to present the cost to the chapter members, for approval of cost and authorization to proceed with the project .
A slow and prudent process.  Thank you….

Chapter President asked if there was any other Old Business? Any other Old Business? Any other Old Business? None noted. 
 
The Chapter President noted before moving on, those who were here last month witnessed my recognition of the Chapter Presidents that have come before me. Obviously not everyone or them was here at that time, but one of those men is here today. Accordingly, I want to formally thank him for his service to our Chapter as President for the years of 2020 – 2022, 
Sir Knight David Keating. In appreciation all applauded with standing ovation.. 

Also at last month’s meeting, all new officers of the Chapter received a name badge. Now, this individual does not need a name badge, as everyone in this room knows him, but thought it inappropriate to withhold his badge. I now recognize
Fr. Paul Chovanec. In appreciation all applauded with standing ovation. 
 
New Business:
Chapter President ask if there is any New business?  Any new Business, Any new Business?

Charles Cantrell, Chapter Treasurer 
Recognizing Fr. Paul, Worthy Diocesan Deputy, Chapter Officers and Brothers Knights 
The Chapter Offices have had some discussion with me and wanted me to make the following proposals, 
1. Raffle Drum. The Chapter does not own a raffle drum and had to borrow one from a member council for Clergy Night. This drum was extremely large, dwarfing the number of tickets and becoming clumsy to operate. So my first proposal is for the Chapter to purchase a Raffel Drum of appropriate size for its use. I found one on Amazon that holds 15,000 raffle tickets. The Chapter initially purchases 10,000 raffle tickets and increases the number if needed, so this size is adequate. The cost is $300.00. Since this expense, was not include in the Chapter Budget, I come to you for authorization to spend the money.  
2. Mega-phones(Bull Horn). This will be used for the Soccer Challenge and other similar outdoor activities for communication. The Soccer Challenge uses two fields with four goals. The distance is too great for simple communication, to provide instructions and/or directions to the participants, thus the need for a Mega-phone. On Amazon I found two Megaphones, one 75 watts for $100 and one with 60 watts for $60. 
3. Public Address (PA) System. We need a way to communicate with the parents and participants waiting in the grandstands. I found two different PA systems. On Amazon is a JBL quality system for $580, with includes the mic, stand and controls to run it, and one from Sam’s, at a close out sale price of $150, or Monster Box 360 for $260.00.
Chapter President again noted these items are not in the 2024-2025 Chapter Budget and as such, we need member approval. 
I suggest we put all three motions up for membership approval. 
The three items are: Raffle Drum for $300.00. Mega-Phone for $100.00 and the PA System for $580.00 totaling +/-$1,000.00.
Obviously, we do have the money in the bank, and the question now becomes, we need a motion to purchase, and a second to proceed with discussions. Multiple members provided a motion and second to the motion. Now we are open for discussion, Question: where are we going to store the equipment? Answer: the Chapter has a two storage units, and have had these for years, at Cy fair Storage, a commercial storage company located on Barker-Cypress and Hwy 290. Question: It is proper to break this into three separate items. Answer: yes we can take each one individually and proceed with voting.
1. Raffle Drum for $300. Motion made, seconded. Discussion, discussion, discussion? None heard. Motion passed 
2. Mega-phone (Bull Horn) for $100. Motion made, seconded, discussion, discussion, discussion? None. Motion passed
3. Public Address System: Sam’s  System for $150 (if available) or the Monster Box 360 for $2600 or the JBL system for $580. Question: Can motion to spend up to $600, since our spending limit is $500 would take two readings. 
Discussion ensued, we can motion to spend up to $500 and not get the JBL. Response, was you get what you pay for.
Bro. Larry Massey proposed, we vote and approve spending up to $500 and if necessary he would “personally” cover the overage. Motion made to send up to $500, seconded, discussion, discussion, discussion? None. Motion passed.

Chapter President asked, any New business, New Business, New Business? Seeing none moved on to Diocesan Deputy Reports.

Diocesan Deputy Report – Ron Frerich
Recognized Fr. Paul, Worthy State Officers, Chapter Officers and Brother Knights
Diocesan Deputy, on behalf of Bob Schmidt, Youth Coordinator for the Archdiocese, thanked the Chapter for the PA System, noting at last year’s Soccer Challenge without a PA system was extremely difficult to communicate with the parents and players. 
1. Membership: that is always the HOT topic, and since the Past State Deputy and State Secretary are not present, he will speak on their behalf. Online membership is the thing. DD’s you need to spread the word to all the Grand Knights. This month there is a contest for online membership where Deputies and Grand Knights can win up to $250-$300 in being top in your Division. It is broken down by size, as District 1, District 2 and District 3 councils so you are not competing with the larger numbers. This is to promote online members, so every online member you bring in will get credit and an award. Doing away with Form 100’s so get rid of them, and get those guys converted to online members, so get them to an exemplification and into the council this month.  This will increase your chances of winning the contest.  
You can even convert transfers of existing members by going to the “Candidate page” and enter them into the council. For new members you got to the “Prospect page”
2. Recruiting: Galveston-Houston brought in eleven (11) members so far this month. Our quoter for September is 90 new members. So we need to keep working on bringing in new members.
3. Diocesan Deputy is trying to bring in a new council at Christ the Incarnate Word Church, a Vietnamese Parish. I need some help in doing a few recruiting drives there, to get that council going.  I have a DD, Insurance Field Agent and Grand Knight ready to help. Jaun Preze is leading than effort. So if you can assist us in the recruiting let me know.. 
4. Form 944’s: If you enter the 944 for your council, and you do not get an automatic response in a short period of time,  
It didn’t go through. You will have to go back and do the whole thing again. You have to get this in by September 15, or you will not qualify for Star District.
5. State Charities: The State is targeting to break the $1,000,000 (one million dollar) mark. If every council does their regular assessed contribution and then purchase and then sell your charity pins, that should get us to the 20% needed to break one million dollars. Council get your Charity contribution in quickly and then sell the pins.
6. Saint John Paul II Relic will be here in February.  We will also have the relic of Blessed Fr. Micheal coming to the State of Texas and probably in in the February timeframe. I need two large parishes, on either side of the Archdioceses to help sponsor this. If your Council is a very Large council on the North side or South side of Houston, I need you to let me know that you have permission from the Pastor and the Parish is agreeable to sponsoring this effort. It will be coordinated with the Chancery Office, your Parish and the two Councils. If you can do this, call and let me know. 
7. Programs: Family of the Month, I have seen few council doing this? This is simple to do. The family does not have to be a Knight, it can be any family in the parish. It is an easy program to complete. So get on board. Soccer challenge 
8. Soccer Challenge: The Needville council just complete the program and had a bunch of kids participating.
9. Essay Contest (Citizenship Contest) and Poster Contest (Keep Christ in Christmas).: this coming up soon. My council just sent out information and has signed up a bunch of kids this last weekend. We need many more easy contestants. Please promote this throughout the Parish and Parish schools. 
10. Fraternal Benefit. There was a Supreme webinar tonight, from 6:30–7:30pm, hopefully the DD’s passed it on to their councils.  GK’s go back to you councils and see if you had members attend. If so, you will have to go online and fill out Form 11070, adding the name on it. This form is only online. Supreme will receive it as soon as you compete it and the council will get credit for attending.  You will have to get our Fraternal Benefits completed for Star Councils.             That’s all I have tonight. Keep up the good work. 
Thank you …
Chapter President noted that he will be moving into the State Membership Committee:

· David Keating –Star Council  
Recognized Fr. Paul, Worthy Diocesan Deputy, Chapter Officers and Brothers All
              This year I am working on the Star Council Committee with our state Star Council Director, David Zigler.
1. Form 944: As the Diocesan District Deputy already mentioned, get your 944’s in they are due on September 15
2. Forms 185 & 365. DD’s and GK’s are doing very well on this, with only eight council that have yet to submit.
3. Safe Environment Training: there will be numerous positions requiring Safe Environment Training. Those people requiring training should have already received an e-mail inviting them to take the training. Remember you only have 30 days So, if you do not complete the Training you will be dropped from the position and the process will have to start all over again. Grand Knights please follow up on this with your people. 

· Robert Schmidt –State Charities Committee. 
David noted Chapter Secretary Bob Schmidt is now on the State Charities Fund Raising Committee. Bob is not present tonight, so I will provide a brief update:
1. As of the end of August 2024, Galveston Houston contributed $85,970.00 towards the goal of $168,425.00 or 51% of that goal. We are slightly behind the pace of last year at this time, by $3,000.00. Keep up the good work. 
2. Brother Bob will continued with the reports and updates starting next month. 

Chapter President then announced all to welcome the Master of the First District, SK James Hatcher for his presentation.

· SK James Hatcher – Master of the First District of Texas
       Recognized Fr. Paul, Diocesan Deputy, Chapter Dignitaries and Brothers All,
1. We are entering the last quarter of this year, and things are going to get even busier for the fourth degree than they are now. I have placed on the informational table a list of upcoming events up to the first week in December. There are 13 opportunities to serve on the list and I hope all our Sir Knights will come and join us on many of these opportunities throughout the archdiocese.
2. The week September 25th to 28th , the Relic of St. John Paul II is coming to the archdiocese. If you remember several years ago Saint Marie Goretti came to the archdiocese for three days. The turnout of the faithful coming to venerate this young saint was overwhelming. Saint John Paull II is a modern-day saint most of us relate with. I am sure the attendance of faithful will again reach great numbers. All are welcome to attend the ceremonies, The relic will be at 5 parishes and 3 schools. The Fourth Degree has been asked to appear at 4 parishes and 2 schools. I would like to say this about the two schools, St. John Paul II Catholic School and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School. The veneration of the relic at the schools will not be open to the public, it is only students, school and church staff and family of the students and our Sir Knights. I do not need to tell you that security is tight at our schools and Sir Knights could be asked to show their driver license for entry. Please be polite and professional, the school is just doing their job to safeguard those in the school. This will take place only at the two schools.
3. One of the opportunities coming up is our Fall Fourth Degree Exemplification on October 12, at St Jude Thaddeus  Catholic Church in Beaumont. I sincerely hope you are asking those good 3rd degree Knights to join us in the ranks of the fourth degree and hope you will come and support the exemplification and your candidates.
4. One last thing before I go, this could very well be the last time this exemplification will be presented in the current
format. Supreme is going to issue in a new exemplification format early next year. This will be the 125th year anniversary, with a mass on February 22, 2025, in New York City. If you have not been for some time, come and join us.
5. At our last exemplification we held a raffle to purchase an official uniform for the winner. This raffle was well received,
so much so that we are going to hold the raffle again, but this time it will be for two uniforms plus shipping.  Tickets are $10.00 each. See me or contact the district comptroller. Information will be sent to all the assemblies.
God Bless and Thank you… 

[bookmark: _Hlk523516140]Chapter President noted that he will go to the District Deputy and Grand Knight reports.  

District Deputy Reports - No reports cited.

Grand Knight Reports
· Don Contero, on behalf of Grand Knight Mike Stimac Annunciation Church Council 17060 
1. Want to invite everyone here to come attend our Men’s prayer, mass and breakfast beginning at 5:30am. Tomorrow is September 11 (9/11). In remembrance, and a better way to never forget, is by spending an hour or so with our Lord in Adoration, and afterwards confession is available, morning mass at 6:30 followed by a light breakfast.  
2. September 29, is the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel. For the past six years our council has provided lunch for Law Enforcement and Jail personnel around downtown. We will continue this year with the help of Council 803, and use of the Cathedral Center as our logistics center. You can go to our Council website and I have a flyer with a QR Code if you want to contribute to the event, we are about $1,000 short or If you want to come help and work, we will begin at 5:30am at the Cathedral Center. The same day at the Co-Cathedral is the Blue Mass and will distribute any remaining lunches to the police offices after mass. 
3. October 5 (same day as MOTSY) Fr. Max has an initiative to conduct a Rosary Rally at Discovery Green. Starting with Mass at Annunciation we will then walk to Discovery Green for the Rosary. 

Chapter President asked of there any other GK Reports. Hearing none, we are moving on to the 50/50 drawing,
The 50 - 50 Drawing: Amount $86.00. The winning ticket #4130181. 

Sick and Distressed Prayer List. I will call our Chapter Vice President, Vincent Stasio, to read the sick and distressed prayer. Let’s use time  to focus on the people who need our prayers.
	Name                                     Council/Assembly            Reason
· September 11 (911) Victims    Never Forget                Rest in Peace
· Edmond J. Mallet Jr.                   8960/2084                Rest in Peace (Knight for 53 yrs./SK 51 yrs)
· Walter Davis III                              14512                      Rest In Peace 9/10/24
· Bob Sullivent                                   8293                       Health Issues
· Aleida Camarillo                              8293                       Thyroid Cancer 
· Josh Alderete                                   8293                       Renal Failure
· Brett Redding                                  7445                       Rest In Peace
· Lloyd Sterling                                   8293                       Health Issues
· Bill Ryan                                           8293                       Rest In Peace
· Rosa M. Gonzalez                         10390                       Cancer
· Monsignor Dan Scheel    St. Philip of Jesus Church	    Dialysis Friday at Methodist Hospital
· Jared Crumb                             787 Galveston               Hospital Stay 
· Fr. Drew Wood                    St. Laurence Church            Cancer (getting pretty bad)

Closing Prayer: Fr. Paul led all in closing prayer: For those named which we have been asked to pray, and for the intension of Life and those intensions quietly in our own hearts. Let us prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney,
Meeting adjourned 9:40pm. Next Chapter meeting is Tuesday, October 8, 2024
Attested: Robert Alaca Chapter President, Knights of Columbus Galveston-Houston
Attested: Vincent Stasio for Robert Schmidt Chapter Secretary, Knights of Columbus Galveston-Houston
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